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Abstract Analyzing the large number of tweets collected by keyword search using the Twitter API, we show that
Twitter has the following common features: (1) The majority of tweets collected by keywords related to actual
events are retweets; (2) the number of retweets rapidly increases and, after reaching the peak, it gradually decreases
with day and night fluctuation; (3) the number of retweets often follows a long-tailed distribution, regardless of the
keyword for collecting the data; (4) the correlation coefficient between the number of retweets and the number of
followers of the user posting the tweet is close to zero. Furthermore, we show that features (2) and (3) mentioned in
the above can be reproduced by using a probabilistic model based on simple rules on people’s retweet (information
diffusion) behavior.
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