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How to find research papers?



Use Academic Search Engine

 General search engine like Google, Yahoo and 

MSN is not very effective

Ref: Resources for finding and accessing scientific papers , Blog Article @sciencebuddies.org



And…

 Follow the most popular conferences or journals in 

your field

 For example,



How to get research papers?



Getting research papers

 some search engines provide links to free online 

versions of the paper, if one exists.

 Some of the universities’ libraries are free to the 

public

 Go directly to the online homepage of the journal

 Search directly for the homepage of the first or last 

author

 Request directly to the authors

 Look for the paper (using the title or authors) in a 

science database,



Getting research papers (Cont’d)

Ref: Resources for finding and accessing scientific papers , Blog Article @sciencebuddies.org



How to read research paper?



Reading research papers

 Written in very condensed style

 Language



Reading research papers( Cont’d)

 Motivations for this work?

 What benefits or problems are identified?

 What are the contributions?

 What is the proposed solution?

 What argument and/or experiment is made to make a

case for the value of the ideas?

 What is the evaluation of the proposed solution?

 What are the future directions for this research?
Ref: http://www.cs.kent.edu/~jmaletic/howtoread.html



Enjoy your research and get good 

results….



Conducting a good research

 Finding the problem

Come from own experience

Literature Review of various related researches

Previous research’s future work

 Analyzing the problem

 Impact of the problem

Possibility of previous research’s future work

 Finding and Proposing the solution

How to contribute
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Record all of your research

 Keep one research log book

 Record of all activities from the start of the research 

until completion

 What you did

 List of experiments, list of papers you read

 What you were thinking

 Research ideas, changes of ideas



How to publish research paper?



Where?

In a conference? In a journal?



Where? In a conference? Journal?

 Each one has its own advantages

 Some conferences have higher reputation than 

general academic journal 

 Very hard to get accepted. Competitive. Acceptance 

rate is about 10%.

 In computer science field, IEEE/ACM Joint conferences,  

IEEE conferences , ACM conferences
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Conference Journal

• Networking activity

• Research Ideas

• Learn many researches in a 

short time

Higher reputation

Systematic publication



Can we publish free?



Conference Journal 

NO! 

Transportation,

Accommodation, 

Registration Fee is 

required.

YES!!

Most of the reputable 

journals do not collect 

money from the authors 

unless you want 

• Open Access(OA)

• Quick publication



Find the target journal

 Consider to publish in your most read journals

 Journal matching service

 Elsevier journal finder, Springer Journal suggester, IEEE 

publication recommender



Finding the target journal(Cont’d)



Journal’s impact factor 

 more than 50,000 scientific journals. nearly a million 
scientific papers published per year.

 Don’t automatically aim for the most prestigious journal.

 Top Science Journals such as nature, science with impact factor 
around 40

 A lot of time may be lost by rewriting and resubmitting

 Find the intermediate one

 Impact factor and indexing services does not directly mean 
the quality of the journal

 Some new journals are good quality but low impact factor

 Consider submission to Special Issues

 E.g High impact journals- 10% but for the special issues – about 
40%



Apply the ranking website



Apply the ranking website (Cont’d)



Check with beall list



Identifying predatory journals

 Unprofessional website with spelling and grammatical errors

 Submission invitation emails with grammatical errors, overly 
flattering language, and an urgent request for a reply

 An “Impact Factor,” but no listing in the Web of Science Journal 
Citation Report

 Prominent announcement that the publication is indexed in Google 
Scholar but not in high quality databases such as Web of Science or 
Scopus

 Journal title is very similar to a well-established journal

 Unusual journal scope that is either very broad or combines 
unrelated fields

 Promise of very fast publication

 Lower fees than other journals in the field
Ref: IEEE Author Guide



Who will be harmed by predatory 

journals? 

 Authors

 Good scientific finding and results may not be 

acknowledged by the research community

 Academic Hiring and Promotion Committee

 Challenging in competitive hiring situation

 Image of Authors’ institution

 Readers

Thus, before submit your journal, take a few minutes to 

google on that journal



Prepare your manuscript

 Finally check the journal scope

 Prepare your manuscript with author guidelines

 Make impression with title and abstract

 Create good storyline

 Be sure to write simple and clear

 Well organize



Authorship 

 manuscripts with large numbers of authors almost 
impossible to make a significant contribution to the work

 Only significant contributions to theory, experimental work, 
data interpretation, or writing, qualify one for authorship.

 Performance of proofreading, editing, etc. should be 
acknowledged, but does not qualify for authorship.

 Crediting people with authorship, when they made no such 
contribution, is scientific fraud.



Authoring Tools

 Word 

 Latex

 Overleaf(Online Collaborative Latex Editor)

 Many authors can write on the same document at the 

same time



English for writing research papers

 Sections of a paper

 Title, Abstract, Introduction, 

Literature Review, Methods, 

Results, Discussion, Conclusion

 How to highlight our findings

 How to write clearly



Back up while writing

 Good data management and file handling 

prevents disaster.

 each day, duplicate previous version and change 

date on new copy

 back up files constantly– (DropBox, Google Drive, 

etc.)



Plagiarism Check

 University and Some labs use plagiarism software 

 drafts of papers before submitting

 Thesis

 Free plagiarism check- e.g grammerly



Professional Editing Firm

 Key point for scientific writing clarity

 Grammar

 Usage



Journal Review Time

 Depends on the journal

 Top most journal takes around 3 to 6 months for first 

decision



Journal submission cover letter

 General info

 Editor’s name (when known)

 Name of the journal to which you are submitting

 Your manuscript’s title

 Article type (review, research, case study, etc.)

 Submission date

 Corresponding author contact information

 Summary of research

 Brief background of your study and the research question you sought to answer

 Brief overview of methodology used

 Key findings and significance to scientific community 

 In case of the extension of the previous conference version

 Summary of enhancements



After the first decision

 Accepted?

 Accept with no change(rare)

 Accept with minor revisions ( Try to resubmit as fast as 
possible)

 Major revisions needed( Try to enjoy the positive criticism)

 Rejected?

 Administrative reject by editors? Reject from peer review 
process?

 Carefully read every comments

 Do the right response

 Resubmit elsewhere



Replying Reviewer’s comments 

positively

 Answer completely

 Make sure all of the referee comments are replied in sequence

 Answer Politely

 Can disagree with the reviewers but avoid arrogant remarks (E.g
“ We total disagree”, “ The reviewer does not know this field”.. It 
should be “ We agree with the referee but….)

 Answer with evidence

 Providing references, adding some extra text and data

 Do what the reviewer asks whenever possible

Ref: How to reply to peer review comments when submitting papers for publication 
by HC Williams



Conclusion

 MTU has been improving in many areas, thanks to 

all teachers, JICA and Japanese Professors

 Let’s save time for research and start writing.



THANK YOU
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